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History committed with the problems of the
present

• Bloch: “Studying the present is
fundamental to understand the past”.

• Vilar: “The visits to the peasant families of
the Catalan rural world allowed me to
identify with the problem that I wanted to
study in the past, and the collective”.



History committed with the problems of 
the present

• Fontana: “We need to rebuild a critical vision of
the present that explains the reasons for poverty,
hunger and unemployment, and that helps us to
fight against the degradation of nature,
militarism, the atomic threat, racism and many
other dangers. But this task will not be possible
[…] if the historian does not participate in it”.



A historical 
demography with a 

human face



“I am seeking to rescue the poor stockinger, the Luddite 
cropper, the “obsolete” hand-loom weaver, the “utopian” 
artisan… from the enormous condescension of posterity.”.





“Historical Thinking / Historical Consciousness”.



























Prospectives
We are preparing three courses of teacher training in
collaboration with Spanish Teacher Training Institute
and HISTOLAB:

1. Historical thinking and inquiry strategies.
2. History as a tool to fight versus disinformation, fakes
news and hate speech.
3. Heritage and digital resources of museums.

We are going to evaluate the learning activities
designed though pretest/postest, student´s opinions,
learning outcomes, and indirect observation in more
of one hundred classroom.



Prospectives
It is necessary to formalize
collaboration networks
through transnational
research projects.

The use of international
samples and the
collaboration of scholar from
different countries will allow
to advance in the research of
history understanding
processes of students.


