
Turning tides: an urban sustainable development 
approach to coastal resilience for Rimini

12 December 2023

Palazzo Malvezzi - University of Bologna

Alessandra Pesaresi
Strategic Plan and European Projects Office
Municipality of Rimini, Italy



22

Rimini is the capital of Italian seaside tourism
150 thousand residents
1,655,247 million tourist presences/nights per year (ref. 2022)
6,491,240 million overnight stays
Over 35,000 business of which approx. 14% are operating in the blue economy

A FEW FACTS ABOUT RIMINI
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Many things in Rimini are linked to
the sea.

A deep relationship that has lasted
since the foundation of the city, which
was born together with it and which
has determined its importance and
success.

RIMINI AND THE SEA: A MILLENIAL STORY
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The sea still today represents a primary factor 
of wealth for the Rimini area as the main driver 
of the coastal tourist economy and has become 
a key player of the urban “heath” and the real 
“engine” of a new economic, social and 
environmental attractiveness.

THE NEW ROLE OF THE SEA IN RIMINI‘S VISION TO 2030

«RIMINI, DI VERDE E DI BLU. 
Città di mare per l’economia 

verde e blu»
Agenda Trasformativa Urbana per lo 

Sviluppo Sostenibile - ATUSS
OP5 PR FESR 2021-27

In coerenza con:
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The Strategic Plan elevated the status of the 
sea, shifting it from the background to 
become central element of a redevolpment
concept to radically regenerate the tourism
sector. 

Conceptually branded as “sea wellness”,
the sea became the heart of a new tourism
concept that focuses on the principles of 
health, quality and connection.

THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF A STRATEGIC APPROACH
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A fundamental pre-condition for the 
«Sea wellness» is literally that the 
sea must be well.

A key impetus for realizing the Sea 
Park project was the critical need to 
replace failing waste water 
infrastructure. 

A NEW WATERFRONT AND THE CLEAN SEA
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Within the elaboration of the Strategic Plan the
sewage issue ceased to be just an
environmental concern and became the
prerequisite for the renewal of the tourism
sector.

The scoring of Strategic Plan's actions: the
elimination of polluting discharges into the sea,
together with the Sea Park project, obtained the
highest strategic values.

THE PROCESS BEHIND
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6 June 2011... the Ausa floodgate does not open… 

'Flooded by sewage. Floodgate failure. 
Neighbourhood under water. The rainstorm causes 
pipelines to go haywire. Damage worth thousands of 
euros in Marina Centro'. - Il Resto del Carlino, 7 June 
2011.

TURNING OF THE TIDE
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With the City Council Resolution no. 129 of 15 
December 2011, the priority plan for the protection
of bathing water, the «Safe Bathing Plan» (PSB)
was approved as Excerpt Plan of the General 
Plan for the Wastewater System of the 
Municipality of Rimini. 

FROM THE FUNDAMENTALS. FIRST THE SEWAGE PLAN
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The Safe Bathing Masterplan has four main
strategic lines: wastewater treatment plant
optimization, sewage networks separation, new 
storage volume, increased mixed sewer system 
collection capacity and as main target the 100% 
reduction of bathing water bans on the Rimini 
coastline for rainfall events. 

At present more than 70% of the interventions
foreseen in the plan have been completed. 

A BOLD PROJECT

completed works 
work in progress
upcoming works 
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The Safe Bathing Plan also intersected with the
Sea Park from a physical point of view. There
was a double relationship between the two
interventions: a socio-economic and a
physical relationship, because they acted in
the same place.

A work of integration between the two
interventions began, to bend the technical
requirements to the needs of the place.

INTEGRATION IS STRENGTH
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THE ABILITY TO CHANGE ON THE MOVE

Piazzale Kennedy: as part of the Safe Bathing Masterplan 
interventions, a key infrastructural feature with a new 
lamination tank and storm water tank (total volume 39,000 
m³) in the heart of Rimini Marina. A panoramic viewpoint
is built above the basin. 
The project was cited in the UN report “SDG Industry 
Matrix: Energy, Natural Resources and Chemicals” (2017) 
as best practice related to the sustainable development 
goals of the UN 2030 Agenda (goal 14 "Life below 
water“).
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• Nature based solutions

• Adaptation to sea level rise (h>2.85 m above the sea level)

• Reducing hydraulic risk and protecting the sea bathing water quality (SBP)

• Slow mobility (pedestrian and cycling paths) 

• Redevelopment and realization of high quality urban park in terms of urban comfort with 
increased permeability of public areas and new greenery system, re-naturalizing and 
decealing asphalt areas.

RIMINI‘S SEA PARK: A MULTI-PURPOSE PROJECT
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THE PROJECT GUIDELINES - RE-NATURALIZATION
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THE PROJECT GUIDELINES 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY
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THE PROJECT 
GUIDELINES
PEDESTRIAN AREAS
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THE PROJECT GUIDELINES - NEW GREENERY SYSTEM
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THE PROJECT GUIDELINES - NEW FUNCTIONS





BEFORE…
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One of the first borders that human beings
learned to know is that between land and
sea.

But never before it has been so necessary
to challenge this boundary, thinking of it
more as an encounter, a union, a common
breath.

THE LAST WILL BE FIRST: THE RIMINI BLUE LAB



Thank you!


