PROchild
Protection and support of abused children through
multidisciplinary intervention

Monia Gennari
Marcello Lanari
UO Pediatria d’Urgenza, PS e OB
IRCCS Policlinico di S.Orsola - UNIBO

810109 - PROCHILD -REC-AG-2017/REC-RDAP-GBV-AG-2017

The project partnership

PROCHILD project seeks to
create a multi-professional,
integrated model of cooperation
with stakeholders involved in
response to violence against
children,
Child Protection Services (CPS)
and public and private
organisations (health, social,
school services, police forces
and judicial authorities).

Objectives
• Protect the fundamental rights of children
• Promote early detection and reporting of abuse/ mistreatment cases

• Adopt a multi-professional model of protection & care of child victims
• Develop integrated and shared protocols
• Increase the skills of professionals

• Search for viable and appropriate ways to make victims of violence and their
families, an active part of the assessment and improvement of protection and
support services

Methods

In order to achieve the above objectives the partnership worked on a number of different
work packages (WP) and carried out activities within these. The specific work packages were:
1. Management and coordination of the project (WP1)
2. Communication and dissemination of the project (WP2)
3. The mapping of operators’ needs and good practices of an early and integrated detection
and treatment of abused minors (WP3)
4. Development of protocols among actors involved in the assistance and protection of
abused children in accordance with a transferable interdisciplinary intervention model (WP4)
5. Multidisciplinary training of professionals involved in violence against children (WP5)

Results
• Awareness-raising on what is violence, abuse, neglect and what to do to give/receive
support, targeted to families, minors, school staff, social and health professionals, police
and judicial authority
• Completion of local/national protocols contributing to the creation of an integrated
intervention model for early detection of abuse/mistreatment, reporting and protection
of child victims
• The main results at European level are recommendations, stemming from discussions, on
how to detect and report cases of mistreatment effectively, in order to reduce
underreporting; what procedures and collaboration to activate; how to conduct
treatment and protection of minors from a social, medical, psychological and legal point
of view.
• Discussions carried out in roundtables and focus groups proved to be extremely satisfying
for all the participants who expressed the willingness to carry out these activities and
create a “permanent working table” for these issues.

WEBsite

An e-learning platform
for professionals and students

for the collection of materials and good
practices
www.prochildproject.org
https://www.prochildproject.org/training/login/index.php

The PROCHILD Winter School
official Master Course of the University of Bologna a specific multi-professional training course
on the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of the various forms of child maltreatment,
domestic and gender-based violence.
Target

Topic

Guest
lecturers

More than 100 participants (professionals and students)
1. basic information and epidemiology; 2. forms of
mistreatment & violence against children and consequences;
3. how to recognise suspect injuries & risk factors for an early
detection; 4. how to prevent, early detect and treat mental
health’s consequences of trauma and child abuse 5.legal
aspects.
Institute of Psychiatry & Psychological Neurosciences King’s
College London
Personality of the legal, institutional and religious world

The PROchild App

The film show CHILD ABUSE
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Child abuse
in the Covid time

The PROCHILD rocking horse – Iosa Ghini

CONCLUSION

The project has provided a chance to learn from different Europe an
countries and to share experiences, thoughts and ideas, but also to reflect
on the difficulties countries face in regards to child protection.

Our research has identified that both best practices and difficulties can be
universal; therefore, the solutions to such problems may also be universal.
As a result, the multidisciplinary training programme, which promotes
European best practices and solutions, ensures that the mentalities of
professionals from different European countries are guided towards the
same cross-sectoral direction and integrated interventions in the protection
of children.
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